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— Ship to Shore News — 


SEARCHLIGHT Vl.) NO. oe 29 November 1982 Nathaniel Bay, St. John's 


We spent the day of November 22 at anchor in Round Bay, exploring our cove with its 
surrounding rocks and reefs and trying to determine the best area to set up our study. 
As the day progressed, the skies became overcast due to the influence of an intense 

_ gale 800 miles to our north. Still able to work, our science staff and students were 
busy cordoning off study areas along the two-fathom line. By evening, the wind had 
turned southwest, an unusual event in the northeast trade winds. The morning of 
November 23rd had us at anchor as before but now with the southwest winds at 25 knots 
and squalls. Our secure anchorage had turned into a lee shore, and the general 
weather had deteriorated enough to preclude any scientific work. 


Because it had been eleven days since the crew had been ashore, we took advantage of 
our situation to travel to St. Thomas for R §& R. Upon entering Charlotte Amalie Harbor 
at St. Thomas, we noted several large schooners from the U.S. Among them was the 
RACHEL AND EBENEZAR which had sailed in company with us from Bermuda. We went along 
the waterfront and spent 36 hours there while the weather slowly improved. 


On the morning of November 25th we were underway again. All hands looked forward to a 
peaceful Thanksgiving dinner anchored at our study area in St. John's. Upon our 

arrival four hours later, we found that the storm had made our previous anchorage | 
uncomfortable and chose instead to anchor in Nathaniel Bay, which was close enough to 
our study area and much more comfortable in all respects. It was the first Thanksgiving 
dinner away from home for many of our group, and although it is hard to beat Thanks- 
giving at home, Danny Bareiss, our cook, came close by preparing a spectacular meal-- 
three turkeys, two fourteen and one twenty-two pound, with all the trimmings. 


Since the 26th we have been studying the flora and fauna in the northeast corner of 
Round Bay. Mornings find our students off in our small boat for a full day of snork- 
eling and observing. In the evening we hold meetings, and add the data collected to 
our rapidly developing chart of the area. 


Today, November 29th, is overcast with squalls as a weak low pressure trough moves over 
our area. Most have chosen to stay aboard and correlate collected data, while a few 
are out in the study area once again. All hands look forward to the passing of this 
inclement weather and the return to the bright sun and clear water of these tropical 
islands. 


Respectfully submitted, 


Lawrence Kilduff 
ORV REGINA MARIS 
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This past week we sat at anchor in Coral Bay, St. John's, where our students and 
Science staff continued working despite the frequently unfavorable weather. With 
the rainy season well underway, it's mostly cloudy with scattered showers. If our. 
reports from home are correct, Boston's December weather is an improvement over ours, 
with sunny skies and temperatures as high as the 70's. | 


Doing an independent study, our staff scientist Dr. Perran Ross set a gill net in one 
area of the bay to determine what fish the murky waters contained at night. The net 
yielded a princess parrot fish, a French greque fish, three bone fish, and three 
immature blacktip sharks, each less than 25 inches long, as well as some large tears 
in the net. The tears were perhaps made by a more mature blacktip shark, which grows 
to eight feet. Nevertheless, our students reported no sharks in our study area during 
the day, though they had covered virtually every inch of it. 


I had a project of my own--nightlighting off REGINA's stern quarter each evening after 
dinner. A search beam shown vertically into the water revealed some interesting and 
unusual marine animals, including numerous anchovies, yellowjacks, shrimp, swimmer 
crabs, red-skinned beetle fish, squid, and, on Saturday night, a three-foot long, 
spotted moray eel. It also provided a fascinating look at night-feeding behavior 

of the marine animals. For example, a number of large fruit bats swooped in and 
picked fish from the surface just outside of or, surprisingly, directly within the 
*circle of light. 


Saturday was our last full day at Coral Bay, and a full day it was! Students spent 
the morning completing field observations, collecting equipment from the research 
area, and writing up data and results. Later in the afternoon they joined the crew 
in a highly competitive and exhausting water polo game. This was followed by fresh 
water showers, a fine dinner,, and oral presentations on individual projects. 


At 0700 yesterday we sailed off the anchor and around to Cruz Bay to clear customs 
for our departure. Students took their final exams and a last trip to town. We 
then sailed for San Juan, where we should arrive sometime Tuesday afternoon. 


Respectfully submitted, 


Christina Kilduff, Purser 
ORV REGINA MARIS 
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FLASH: I am sure all of you will be as pleased as we are that our new home in 
Gloucester is no longer just a dream. The address is 19 Harbor Loop, on the water- 
front in downtown Gloucester, between the Gloucester Marine Railways office and the 
U.S. Coast Guard station. The property includes a dock which will accomodate REGINA 
(a bit of dredging will be needed) and a building which is being rehabilitated to 
provide offices, classroom, conference room-library, darkroom and some laboratory 
facilities. The big move is planned for late January. Come and see us if you are 
nearby! 


G. Nichols 
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